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KOMF appeals to Assembly: Approve the Draft Law on Child Protection

Coalition of NGOs for Child Protection in Kosovo — KOMF, held the press conference ahead of
Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo, where calls toward Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo to
adopt as soon as possible the Draft Law on Child Protection.

The Draft Law on Child Protection has been initiated for years and has not been approved by the
Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo.

KOMF declares that the situation of children in Kosovo is severe, therefore we request Kosovo to
adopt as soon as possible the Draft Law on Child Protection in order to ensure the protection of
children.

The latest data show a 20.7% poverty rate of children. 10.7% of children in Kosovo are involved in
work, while 6.8% of them work in hazardous conditions. 61.4% of children in Kosovo reported having
experienced physical or psychological violence during the last month of interviewing when research
was conducted. Only 10% of children with disabilities have access to quality health, social services
and education. Reports from governmental and nongovernmental institutions speak about increasing
child involvement in behaviors that are in conflict with the law, including violence, the consequences
of which in some cases have been fatal for the children themselves.

Based on the difficult situation of children in Kosovo, KOMF calls toward the Assembly of Republic of
Kosovo to prioritize and adopt the Draft Law on Child Protection.

Draft Law on Child Protection aims to protect children from all forms of violence, abuse, exploitation,
neglect or any other form that endangers the life, safety, health, education and development of the
child. The draft law aims to guarantee and ensure the responsibilities of parents, family, guardianship
authority, society and the state in protection and development of the child based on the best interest
of the child as well as the establishment of the integrated and functional child protection system, for
prevention and responding effectively to all forms of violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect.

After the conference, Coalition of NGOs for Child Protection — KOMF submitted to all deputies of
Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo the document with the request for approval of the Draft Law
on Child Protection.

KOMF member organizations:

Association for Social Training, Research and Advocacy — ASTRA, Action for Mothers and Children,
Balkan Sunflowers Kosova, Childproof / CIPOF, Education Comes First — ECF, Iniciativa 6,
Organizata Rinore Akti — ORA, Organization for Children without Parental Care— OFAP, OPFAKOS ,
Civil Rights Program in Kosovo — CRP/ K, PL4Y International, Kosovo Education Center — KEC,

Day Care Center - PEMA, Center for Protection of Victims and Prevention of Trafficking in Human
Beings - PVPT, FIT Center for Advanced Studies — FIT, Kosovo Rehabilitation Centre for Torture
Victims — KRCT, Save the Children, SOS Children’s Villages in Kosovo, Shpresa dhe Shtépi pér
Fémijét né Kosové — SDSF, Patients’ Rights Association Kosovo — PRAK, Association of Children
Paraplegics and Paralysis in Kosovo — HANDIKOS, Terre des hommes, The Ideas Partnership,
VoRAE, World Vision, Public Organization for Local Initiatives and Supports — POLIS, Network of
Peace Movement — NOPM, SOS Kindergarten and Nevo Koncepti.
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